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February 1933. Since these oral and written statements of the two
parties' respective cases were admittedly partisan recapitulations of
past events—of which some account has already been given, in this
Survey, in the volumes covering the years 1931 and 1932—it seems
unnecessary to reproduce them here. Their chief practical effect was
to reveal, at an early stage, that the Japanese had no intention of
accepting the essential points of the Lytton Report, either on matters
of fact or in the matter of the Commission's recommendations for a
possible solution of the Manchurian problem. Accordingly, we may
pass over these statements and may proceed forthwith to record the
action taken, from the 21st November, 1932, onwards, by the organs
of the League, and the answering action of the Chinese and Japanese
Governments.
At the session of the Council in November 1932, after the opening
statements had been made, the first clash between the Council and
the Japanese delegation came when, at the meeting on the morning
of the 23rd, the Japanese delegate took exception to a proposal,
made by the President, Mr. de Valera (Irish Free State), that the
members of the Lytton Commission should be invited to say whether
the Chinese and Japanese 'observations and statements would cause
the Commission to think that the views expressed in its report should
be modified or added to in any way'. Mr. Matsuoka argued that the
Commission had automatically ceased to exist, upon the presentation
of its report, and that in any case any expression of opinion, referring
to things said, in the meantime, at the Council table, would be beyond
the Commission's competence. In this matter the Japanese delegate
found himself isolated and overruled; and, after an argument which
occupied the greater part of one sitting, Lord Lytton was duly called
to the Council table on the 25th November—only to announce that,
as it happened, he and his colleagues did not wish to add anything
to what they had said in their report.
Thereupon Dr. Benes (Czechoslovakia) proposed that the con-
sideration of the Lytton Report should be referred to the Assembly,
which had been convened under Article 15 of the Covenant and was
competent to deal with the matter as a whole.1 The President of the
Council adopted this proposal and the Chinese delegate concurred,
while the Japanese delegate demurred, and asked for time to obtain
instructions from Tokyo. In the colloquy on the Council on this
i -por tlie reference of the Sino-Japanese dispute-by the Council to the
Assembly, on the 19th February, 1932, at the Chinese Government's request,
and for the proceedings of the Assembly upon its meeting, in special session,
on the 3rd March, 1932, see the Survey for 1932, pp. 570-86.

